                            A LITTLE PUZZLE FOR PRESBYTERIANS   
To whom would you be inclined to say these words: your sons/grandsons, or your daughters/granddaughters?
When you’re alone, Don’t go jogging at night. Don’t leave your windows unlocked at night. Don’t put your drink down and come back to it. Don’t use parking garages. Don’t use highway rest areas. Do look in the back car seat before getting in. Carry your cell phone and a panic button. Meet on first dates in public places. Do watch what you wear. Park in well-lit areas.  See more below…
It's unlikely that you will be coaching your male family members on these safety rules, but these and many more are the answers young women gave when asked how they try to stay safe. Our ways of thinking and speaking frame how we see violence. We talk about how many girls were harassed last year, not about how many boys harassed them. We talk about how many girls got pregnant last year, but not about how many men and boys impregnated them. And we talk about how many women were raped, not about how many men raped them.
In a 2006 book by Jackson Katz, he notes how the passive voice shifts the focus off men and boys and onto women and girls. He says that even the term ‘violence against women’ is a problem. There’s no active agent in the phrase. It’s simply a bad thing that happens to women. Therefore, when women need to park in well-lit areas or watch what they wear, there’s no one to blame, it’s just something they have to do. 
Men and boys of all backgrounds and ages should be taught and understand that abuse against women and girls goes against all that God wants us to be. I’ve mentioned this before: Most men aren’t abusive, but most abusers are men. When men think that because they reject abuse there’s nothing more they have to do, that’s just not so.
 It’s time we reshape our thinking and our actions to show that we reject violence in all its forms, especially when it’s used against the most vulnerable among us. Abuse and violence are not OK, and if you want to be part of our future where girls and women are always valued and respected, start by educating in your families and in your churches. Children are going to learn from us what it means to live in healthy families and experience healthy relationships. 
Joan Fenton, Member of PGC peace and justice network.
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